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News from Mural Routes and the mural community

Summer 2016

Summer 2016 Mural Projects

Like us on Facebook

Connections Mural, North York

Follow on Twitter

Mural Routes is pleased to lead the "Connections" mural project, a
signature project of the Cultural Hotspot, produced in partnership
with the City of Toronto. Rob Matejka will lead the project with a
team of community volunteers.

Forward to a Friend

If you are interested in volunteering to be part of of team painting
this mural, please contact tara@muralroutes.com.
Please visit and like, our Connections Facebook page to see
potential designs, hear about events and volunteer opportunities,
and follow the mural's progress through the summer!
Fairport, New York USA

10th GLOBAL MURAL
CONFERENCE:

“Preserving Heritage
Through Community Art”

A letter from the president of the
Global Mural Arts & Cultural Tourism
Association:

Bonjour, hello, hôla, hallo, ni
hao, kon’nichiha…
My name is Serge Malenfant,
I am president of the Global
Mural Arts & Cultural Tourism
Association.

Join us at the Ward 33 Summer Celebration June 25- eat, enjoy, +
see the proposed design for the Connections mural:

We are inviting you to join us
at the 10th the Biennial
Global Mural Conference in
Fairport, New York, USA, on
September 18th to 25th
2016.
http://gmc2016.com/
And why not present your
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town or organization as a
candidate for the next host of
the 2018 Global Mural
Conference?
To see criteria on how to bid
on hosting the biennial Global
Mural Conference please
click here.
The opportunity of hosting the
GMC gives back vitality to
your organization and your
partners to pursue your goals
and creativity within your
community and beyond,
creativity that will live on!
Sincerely
Serge Malenfant
President of the GMACTA

Port Union - Rouge Park Mural: Gateway to the Rouge

Become a member

Mural Routes
Students $25
Individuals $50
Groups $75
Corporate $185
of

Become a member
today

Mural Routes, in partnership with Centennial Community &
Recreation Association (CCRA), will be working this summer with
artist Allan Bender to create the Port Union-Rouge Park mural on a
plaza wall in Toronto’s Ward 44. The community mural project is
supported by the City of Toronto’s StreetARToronto Partnership
Program.
The mural will be created on an often graffiti-tagged wall in
Centennial Park Plaza, at the intersection of Lawrence Avenue East
and Port Union Road. The over 100 foot wall faces Port Union
Community Centre, and is located at the last major street
intersection on the Lake Ontario waterfront before entering the
southern tip of Rouge Park from Toronto. It is also close to the Port
Union Village, a site with historic significance to the settlement and
development of eastern Scarborough. The project was conceived by
CCRA to reflect the natural environment of the Rouge and its First
Nations heritage, but also to share a timeline of local history with the
surrounding community.

Have any opportunities that
you would like to share?
Please send your
information to
info@muralroutes.com with
“newsletter entry” in your
subject line.

Your donation to Mural
Routes supports the creation
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and promotion of public wall
art. Donate today!

For more information about this project, and find out how you can
help- please visit our blog.

Mural Art Learning Institute Updates

Our MURALi programs and workshops are in full swing and in
high demand.
Here is an overview of what we've been up to:
Introduction to Mural Art at McGregor Park Community
Centre (Scarborough) was completed with great success and
ended with a showcase of the work.
Introduction to Mural Art at Fairview Library is also
underway and has a waiting list. These participants are
involved in the design stages of the "Connections" mural
(described at the beginning of this newsletter).
Mural Art Career Development is about halfway through the
60 hour course, and has 19 committed participants.
Some of the numerous Wall Art Learning Series workshops
that have recently run include:
- Working at Heights certification
- Mural painting at the Toronto Zoo
- Panels and mosaics
- and much more!
For information about these workshops and more - please
visit our blog at muralroutes.ca
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MURALI is made possible with the support of an Ontario Trillium
Foundation Grow Grant.

Member Highlights

Botwood Mural Arts Society

Sketches of "A Clash of Cultures" by Craig Goudie

Our organization began during “Come Home Year Celebration” in
2010 with an invitation to Karl Schutz to hold a workshop with the
initial intent to create a legacy project as part of that celebration.
Today we have completed six world class murals based on local
history. This year’s project “A Clash Of Cultures” tells the story of an
extinct aboriginal tribe (Beothuks). The violent capture of Damasduit
(aka Mary March) and attempts to later return her to her people, only
to have her die aboard HMS Grasshopper in Botwood harbour.
This rural seaport community of 3000+ has a diverse history of early
ship building, sawmills,trans-Atlantic air passenger service, military
army/air/naval base, cottage hospital, international seaport,rail
terminal and more. You would be hard pressed to find a community
of this size globally with such a broad range of historic subject
matter to draw from.(no pun intended).
We have an eleven member board of (dedicated) directors who
regularly meet once monthly. Much of our time is focused on fund
raising to finance this on going effort to create a world class mural
art tourist destination . In addition to holding an annual banquet in
the Fall and a Craft Fair in the Summer, we have a line of
merchandise such as greeting cards, limited edition prints,tote bags,
post cards etc. Corporate and municipal support in cash and in-kind
has also benefited our cause.
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We would invite you to view our web page at
www.botwoodmuralarts.ca where you will find images of our past
projects.
On a personal note,let me extend an invitation to visit Newfoundland
& Labrador . It is a marvelous, magical part of the world.

Member Highlights

Margaret Cresswell

Margaret Cresswell is a prolific painter; whose career continues to
challenge the traditional notion of an artist’s evolution. She creates
abstract and photo-realistic paintings because she challenges the
concept of an artist's obligation to maintain a single cohesive style.
Spending her final year of study in Florence, Italy, she graduated
from the Ontario College of Art in 1994. She began work as a
preparatory artist and muralist for numerous studios including Ritin's
Studio and American Muralist Frank Stella.

Vector Garage, Margaret Cresswell

Early on, Margaret perceived that her ambition was the act of
painting itself, finding that the process of painting coincided with the
workings of her conscious and unconscious mind. She found that
the act of painting as an artistic movement encompassed her
ambition where the end product of art is not the principal focus. Her
process is concerned with the act of creating and how this artistic
process often entails an inherent motivation, rationale and
intentionality. She views the creative process as a creative journey,
rather than focusing on the finished artwork. To exam and explore
her artistic process she opened her own studio, Murals By Marg, in
2002. Since then she has completed numerous mural commissions
and in 2007 was invited to exhibit at the Biennale in Florence, Italy.
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Bell Box, Margaret Cresswell

Over the last 15 years, she has worked collaboratively with dozens
of designers and clients, both residential and commercial to achieve
the final artworks that are perfect for each customized environment
and unique design. She always goes above and beyond to satisfy
each project and complete it within time and budget.

Carousel Nursery, Margaret Cresswell

She recently completed 4 traffic boxes for the Bell Box Mural Project
and the City of Toronto Outside the Box Program. She is scheduled
to paint another traffic box this August. Frank Stella and Gerard
Richter are direct influences on her abstract paintings, while Mary
Pratt and Chuck Close influence her long and uneasy relationship
with photo-realism. While both techniques may claim to express
reality truthfully, either suggests only a partial or incomplete view of
a subject.
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Brown Paper Packages Tied up with String, Margaret Cresswell

Upcoming works Scheduled:
* Two Garages in Toronto.
Currently working on murals to combat graffiti on clients garage
doors that back onto lane ways. Both murals will be examining the
process of art making and the proliferation of streetart as art. Last
year I created a mural inside a garage which is the main entrance
into the home. I used the homeowners' Mother's own painting as a
jumping off point and included the dream car for the homeowner.
* Toddlers Playroom with unique design created with her partner in
life and art, David Bagley.
Playrooms are my favorite to create. Not only do I get to create
murals on all 6 walls I get to create 3D objects of art. Working with
Dave, who is also an artist and carpenter, we collaborate to create
environments for children to explore art and their imaginations.
Each one is always personalized with the children's names and one
of a kind objects. Past work includes Tweens Playroom. See
attached examples of playroom with pencil light, 42 crayons, display
shelves (for tweens artwork), reading area and art area complete
with brush cleaner. Also a custom made desk full of marbles -- its a
"marbles" desktop! *I often ask if someone can guess the number of
marbles in the desktop and legs -- hours of fun!
* Balloons Nursery
Always love painting nurseries. Each one is personalized with the
baby's name, even if I have to return after the baby's birth. Past
works include Carousel Nursery. See attached pictures. Include
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actual Carousel Horse restored and hand painted furniture to match
the mural.
*Outside the Box:
42 Millwood Road and McRae Drive ---Ribbons -- I would like to
further expand upon my homage to the classic painting technique
and its influence on street art with in the community. I would paint
the box in trompe l’oeil style of a box wrapped in pink ribbon as an
homage to the classic trompe l'oeil painting technique and method
of study. Because of the tragedy that occurred at this intersection I
would like to create a lasting memorial to the little girl, Georgia
Walsh. After the tragedy, the community tied pink ribbons around
mailboxes, trees, lamp posts and there are still some ribbons up
today. This image could work in any community as the message for
drivers to slow down and pay attention is universal in all
neighbourhoods.
Follow me on Instagram to see daily updates of the above projects -www.instagram.com/muralsbymarg
Follow me on Facebook to see complete projects -https://www.facebook.com/pages/Murals-By-Marg/535086863195930
Follow me on twitter for updates -https://twitter.com/MuralsByMarg

For more information from Mural Routes, including Programs, Resources & Membership, visit us at
www.muralroutes.com
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