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1. Overview 

Introduction to Mural Art (IMA) is a free visual art learning program for all skills levels, 

and all ages over 14. Professional artists lead a series of six sessions connecting 

basic art and design techniques to the practical skills of mural making, empowering 

community members to participate in public wall art projects.  

Mural Routes held three IMA programs in 2017: 

Program Location Timeframe 

IMA: SKETCH SKETCH Studios, Artscape 

Youngplace 180 Shaw 

Street.  

January 31- March 7 

IMA: East End (Secord) Secord Community Centre, 

91 Barrington Avenue.  

March 23 - April 27 

IMA: UrbanArts UrbanArts, 19 John Street October 18 - Nov 22 

  

2. Program Goals 

As the first level of MURALI, Introduction to Mural Art is intended to be an accessible 

program for anyone interested in learning about mural art. Our goals include: 

• Teach basic mural art skills 

• Empower community members to participate in public art projects 

• Encourage networking between public artists and art enthusiasts  

• Make connections with artists who could benefit from Mural Routes 

programs/services 
• Encourage these people to participate in other MURALI programs 

The program covers basic skills such as: 

• Drawing and painting techniques 

• Colour theory and colour mixing 

• Enlarging designs 

• Creating and working with stencils 

• Materials for mural painting 

• Collaborative design 

and provides an opportunity for participants to work in groups on large-scale 
collaborative design projects. 
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3. IMA: SKETCH 

Date: January 31 – March 7, 2017 (Tuesday’s, 5:30pm – 8:30 pm) 

Location: SKETCH Studios, 180 Shaw Street, Toronto  

Number of Participants: 29 

Instructors: Rob Matejka and Anya Mielniczek 

Context: This session was programmed in partnership with SKETCH, an organization 

providing arts services to youth on the margins. Because of the focused mission of the 

partnering organization and their keen interest in offering Introduction to Mural Art, we 
agreed to focus this series of workshops on youth between the ages of 16 – 29. It was 

a very popular program and one of the only registration based programs offered at 

SKETCH. 29 youth registered for this session of IMA, many of whom identified as 

emerging artists and even some who had previous mural experience. 16 participants 

completed the series of workshops and 5 of the participants from this session went on 

to graduate from the Mural Art Career Development Program later this year.   

 

 

 

Participant feedback: 

Of the 16 Participants surveyed on the last day of class,  

Achieved their goals 

for the program: 

Learned new 

artistic skills: 

Increased 

appreciation for 

mural art:  

Would feel comfortable 

taking part in public art 

projects:  

12 14 16 13 

IMA SKETCH Participant Map: Easily 

accessible by transit, this downtown 

Toronto location offered the opportunity 

for TTC reliant participants to attend the 

workshops after work or school. 

Participants traveled from as far east as 

Ajax and as far West as Missisauga.  
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This word cloud displays participants’ 

description of the program in one word. 

 

 

 

 

 

Participant responses to the question: “What did you enjoy most about this program?” 

 

Looking Ahead: 

We are constantly seeking to improve the program based on the experience of each 

session. Participant feedback provided us with several areas of strength and 
improvement.  

Program strengths included:  

• Independent work time, freedom 

of expression 

• Instructors’ knowledge and 

willingness to answer questions 

• Opportunity to meet like-minded 

individuals and learn from artists 
with varied levels of experience. 

• Information about other 

opportunities in mural art 

 

In the participants’ words… 

“Being able to work in an environment with artistically engaged people.” 

 

“I really liked how we had complete creative freedom”  

 

“There was lots of involvement (hands on) not too much academic stress.” 

“I enjoyed collaborating with other artists and learning how to merge different styles 

when creating an idea for murals. The program flew by and offered great techniques. The 

feedback through the process of work was very helpful.” 
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Based on feedback, areas we will consider for improvement include:  

• Sharing different ways that murals can be created and executed.  

• Considering new ways to encourage commitment to all six session, including 

ensuring that participants clearly understand program expectations.  
• In particular, many participants expected to work on a real wall, despite our 

explanation that this was not the case in this program. 

Potential Additional Topics (suggested by participants) 

Hands-on experience on 

a full-size mural 

Community 

consultation 

More examples from 

real-life mural projects 

Collaboration 

techniques 

Alternative media (e.g. 

aerosol) 

 

Outcomes: 

In total, 21 people participated in the program. Five of these did not attend the last 

class and final showcase. 16 participants completed the course, and each of them 

created their own mini mural on a 2 foot by four foot panel. These designs were 

displayed in a showcase at SKETCH open studios event on Friday March 10th. 

 

Some of the finished mini-murals created by the IMA participants,  

on display at the SKETCH Open Studios event. 

 

Overall, the students were effusive in their positive comments about the program. The 

participants’ comments reflect a number of positive outcomes, including:  

• Increased knowledge of community offerings 

• Connections established between art-engaged community members 

• Increased confidence in artistic ability 

• Desire to learn more 
• Desire and confidence to engage with public art in the community 

• Increased knowledge of artistic theory and techniques 
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In the Participants’ Words… 

“I'm really grateful for your time and knowledge.” 

“I enjoyed collaborating with other artists and learning how to merge different styles when 
creating an idea for murals. The program flew by and offered great techniques. The feedback 

through the process of work was very helpful.” 

“was very enjoyable and informative. Would like to participate in something similar next year.” 

“Thank you very much, I would appreciate any more info on specific projects I could get 
involved with.” 

 

Of the final group of sixteen, five went on to graduate from our Mural Art Career 

Development program (MURALi Level 2), and four took part in Wall Art Learning Series 

workshops. 

 

Alisha Sunderji was one of five students from IMA 

SKETCH who went on to graduate from Mural 

Routes’ Mural Art Career Development program. 

Alisha is seen here receiving her certificate with MP 

Julie Dabrusin and City Counselor Mary 

Fradgedakis.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

4. IMA East End, Secord Community Centre 

Date: March 23 – April 27, 2017 (Thursdays, 5:30pm – 8:30 pm) 

Location: Secord Community Centre, 91 Barrington Avenue, Toronto 

Number of Registered Participants: 27 

Instructors: Rob Matejka, and Jasmine Wemigwans 
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Context: IMA in partnership with Secord Community Centre was a planned to align 

with the upcoming 2017 Cultural Hotspot in East York and intended to promote 

community involvement in cultural projects. Secord Community Centre has active 

youth programming and the expectation was that their youth participants would be 
encouraged to attend the program. What we found with this series of workshops, was 

that participants were eager to attend from all over the city, and since it was in an 

easily accessible location by transit they were willing to travel. This was a multi-

generational group and an enthusiastic bunch, again participants from this group went 

on to graduate from Mural Art Career Development later this year.  

 

Intro to Mural Art: East End 

Participant Map: Participants 

travelled from North York, Downtown 

Toronto, Scarborough, and Rexdale in 

the West End.  

 

 

 

Participant Feedback: 

The group of participants involved in the Introduction 

to Mural Art at Secord C.C. were very passionate and 
worked well as a group, supporting one another and 

making connections and friendships. Their 

collaborative nature was an added value to this 

program and the class itself became a community of 

artists who share a common interest in murals. It 

was evident that they wanted the program to last 

longer and they were sad to have it come to an end, 

but grateful for the experience. Many of the 

participants communicated this to us verbally at the 
final showcase of their work at the Bluffs Gallery.  

Of the 8 Participants surveyed on the last day of class: 

Achieved their goals 

for the program: 

Learned new 

artistic skills: 

Increased 

appreciation for 

mural art:  

Would feel comfortable 

taking part in public art 

projects:  

7 8 8 8 
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Participants work on various activities throughout the course of the program. 

Looking Ahead: 

All of the surveyed participants said they intend to continue their involvement with 

murals either as a member of their community, a volunteer, enthusiast or artist. Two of 
the participants in this group went on to apply to the Mural Art Career Development 

Certificate Program and were both accepted.  

The only critical feedback was that they would have appreciated more time in the 

program to work on their final painted panels and, as we frequently hear from 

participants of Introduction to Mural Art, that they expected more hands on mural 

experience and exposure.

Outcomes:  

Participants of IMA at Secord built friendly relationships with one another and it was 

apparent at the final showcase of their work that they were sad to have the program 

end. Two of the participants of this series went on to apply for Mural Art Career 

Development and were accepted. One of those two went on to paint several self-lead 

murals this summer in Toronto.  

In the Participants’ Words… 

“Even though I didn't have almost any knowledge about art techniques or drawing skill, I 
felt I could be part of this community of creative people because everybody was so 
supportive”  

“I have applied the learning to my teaching and community art practice.” 

“I hope this program continues because it brings together people who would never have 

the opportunity to meet and provides people with the opportunity to do something they 

may have never done before.” 
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Participant Mahjabeen Kabir 

with her Bell Box Mural Painted 

in East York in the Summer 

following IMA at Secord 

Community Centre.  

 

 

 

 

 

5. IMA UrbanArts 

Date: October 18 - November 22, 2017 (Wednesdays, 5:30pm – 8:30pm) 

Location: UrbanArts, 19 John Street (Weston) Toronto 

Number of Participants: 23 

Instructors: Rob Matejka and Anya Mielniczek 

Context: In partnership with UrbanArts, this was Mural Route’s first time providing 

programming to the North-West area of Toronto. UrbanArts is a Local Arts Service 

Organization who have produced several community murals in the past. Mural art was 

identified as a key interest for their stakeholders who, in the past, were self-taught in 
the process. It was a logical partnership for us to bring in a program which would 

provide mural specific learning.  

The class list for this session of IMA filled up almost immediately with a waiting list of 

several names after just a week of opening registration on muralroutes.ca.  

UrbanArts identified a mural project for the workshops to focus on as a culminating 

work of art produced by the participants. This project gave the participants a goal of 

completing a series of murals on panels which will be installed in the UrbanArts Gallery 

and also re-purposed as a mobile wall.  
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Intro to Mural Art: 

UrbanArts Participant Map: 

Although this was Mural 

Routes’ first program in the 

North/West area of 

Toronto, participants still 

travelled from as far away 

as Brampton and 

Scarborough and many 

from Downtown.  

 

Participant Feedback: The group of 

participants in this iteration of Introduction 
to Mural Art at UrbanArts largely self-

identified as artists themselves and were 

there to expand upon their personal practice 

in a new and unique way through mural art. 

Several participants communicated their 

interest in continuing their education in 

mural art through Mural Routes training 

programs such as the Wall Art Learning 
Series and Mural Art Career Development in 2018.  

At the showcase celebration event following the completion of the workshops, several 

participants asked about how they can connect with other mural artists as well as past 

participants of Introduction to Mural Art. They displayed a keen interest to network 

with other artists and expand upon their experience in this program 

Of the 10 Participants surveyed on the last day of class: 

Achieved their goals 

for the program: 

Learned new 

artistic skills: 

Increased 

appreciation for 

mural art:  

Would feel comfortable 

taking part in public art 

projects:  

10 9 10 8 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In The Participants’ Words…. 

“Great program. I feel very lucky to be able to participate and benefit from it. Thank you! “  

“I enjoyed working with others, meeting new people and learning how to merge styles.” 

 “It's a great intro course in that it's totally non-intimidating for someone who's new to 
murals but still engaging and informative.” 
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Looking Ahead:  

UrbanArts was a very supportive partner and hosted each workshop attentively with 

pride. They participated in promoting the workshops to their local stakeholders and 

while many of them registered for the program, very few attended more than one class. 
The majority of the participants who saw the program through to completion had 

sought out the opportunity and made a concerted effort to attend all six classes. 

Outcomes:  

This group was tasked with a challenging outcome as the panel walls were quite large 

and the timeline was short. They definitely rose to the occasion, even going so far as 

to self-organize an additional work date to finish their paintings outside of class time. 

Thanks to the accommodating staff at UrbanArts who made this possible. The designs 

were based on a curated theme which was identified through a collaborative process 

and group discussion. The information delivered to the group was consistent with past 
IMA’s though due to the level of the participants the instructors did delve deeper into 

conversations around project management, scaling, and other related 

organizations/opportunities available in the city. 

We celebrated the completion of the series with a social gathering in the gallery space 

where their murals were displayed for the participant’s family and friends to enjoy as 

well as the general public passing by the UrbanArts storefront gallery space.  Many of 

these participants voiced an interest in applying for Mural Art Career Development.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

IMA UrbanArts participants and facilitators at the 

celebration event with their culminating projects. 
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6. Summary 

In 2017 we saw a surge of interest in Introduction to Mural Art programs across the 

city. Individuals were willing to travel across the GTA to attend the program and on 

several occasions Mural Routes received emails from people who had heard of or 

discovered the program on their own, asking when the next workshops would be and 

how they can register.  

We have found that the outcome and sense of accomplishment for participants is 

greater when the program is focused on a culminating collaborative project. In future 
versions of Introduction to Mural Art we will continue to work with the partnering 

organization to create a suitable final project that serves the community and 

organization.  

7. IMA On The Road 

As mentioned in the summary, 2017 saw an increased appreciation for the 

Introduction to Mural Art franchise. On three occasions we were approached by 

organizations to deliver a version of Introduction to Mural Art for which they were 

prepared to cover the expenses. These workshop series were completely managed by 

the organization offering them. Mural Routes participated in cross promotion but all 

program registration, administration and marketing was carried out by the group 

hosting the workshops.  

Program Location Timeframe Description 

“Streets to Ladders” 

– TCDSB Alternative 

Program with 

Toronto Police 

Services 

Monsignor 

Fraser 

College,  

St. Martin 

Campus 

TCDSB  

8 sessions 

beginning 

March 27th 

2017 

10 students expelled from the 

school system and placed in an 

alternative program, worked with 

Police and a community 

Artist/educator to develop 

creative skills in colour theory, 

brainstorming, design and 

painting of a mural.  

Bangladesh Centre 

and Community 

Services “Ankon 

Paint and Brush” 

BCCS, 

2670 

Danforth 

Avenue.  

June 4th to 

August 

13th 2017 

In partnership with BCCS and East 

End Arts as part of Cultural 

Hotspot; East York, 11 sessions in 

mural making, photography and 

writing were offered. The series of 

workshops resulted in a mural 

created on panels by the 
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participants and installed in the 

laneway behind BCCS.  

Lakeshore Arts 2-

Part Stenciling 

Workshops 

Lakeshore 

Arts 2242 

Lakeshore 

Blvd.  

Beginning 

Saturday 

September 

30th.  X3 

Stencil 

Cutting 

workshops 

and X3 

Community 

Activation 

sessions.  

Lakeshore Arts partnered with 

Mural Routes as part of Lakeshore 

Arts My City My Six Series and 

Etobicoke-Lakeshore Culture Days 

to offer stenciling workshops and 

community activation events in 

which participants stenciled their 

6-word stories using spray chalk. 

Over 40 members of the 

community were involved in 

participating in these activations.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Collaborative mural created by participants of Ankon Paint and 

Brush at the Bangladesh Centre and Community Services. 
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Appendix A: About the organization 

 

 

 

Mural Routes is the only member-based not-for-profit arts service organization in 

Canada dedicated to the creation, development and promotion of public wall art.  Our 

vision is to inspire the creation of extraordinary public wall art that serves as a catalyst 

for community building. 

 

The Mural Art Learning Institute (MURALI) is a continuum of training programs in all 

aspects of mural-making. The Institute brings people with an interest in mural art 

together, encouraging artists and communities to teach, learn, share, and grow 

together through mural art. 

 

Mural Routes Staff 
 

Karin Eaton 

Natalie Dewan 

Marta Keller-Hernandez 

Kyla Ross 

 

MURALi Advisory Committee 
 

Rob Matejka 

Allan Bender 

Cristina Delago 

Susan Filshie 

Anya Mielniczek

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.muralroutes.ca/members/
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Appendix B: Partners 

Mural Routes would like to thank the following partners for their support of the 

Introduction to Mural Art program: 

 

 

 

  

• Sketch Working Arts – Visual Arts Coordinator Sue Cohen   

• The City of Toronto- Kieran Wright and the staff at Secord Community Centre 

• UrbanArts – Melanie Billark and staff 

 

Thank you to our partners for their support and for sharing some of their feedback with 

Mural Routes: 

Funders: 

An agency of the Government of Ontario, 

the Ontario Trillium Foundation (OTF) is 

one of Canada’s largest granting 

foundations.  With a budget of over $136 

million, OTF awards grants to some 1,000 

projects every year to build healthy and 

vibrant Ontario communities.  www.otf.ca 
 

Mural Art Learning Institute is generously funded by an Ontario Trillium Foundation 

Grow Grant. 

 

 

http://www.otf.ca/

